72                                            EAST V, WEST

pulmonary ailments that afflict races first brought into contact with
civilization" (ibid., p. 58). But why so? Mr. Pitt-Rivers explains
that "when cotton clothing, singlets and trousers, is adopted in
place of the simple native loincloth of bark cloth, or fibre or grass
of native manufacture, or in place of no clothing at all, these badges
of 'civilization' are habitually worn day in and day out, until they
rot to pieces" (ibid., p. 58). Will the race and culture-potential of
the "Native" inhibit his changing and washing his clothes? Mr.
Pitt-Rivers analyses the agencies that introduced clothing among
the Natives and their motives in great detail. The European Chris-
tian missionaries, the European traders, and the European Govern-
ments were the agencies, and the missionaries were the worst
offenders in this respect. If white missionaries could persuade the
black Natives to accept Christianity and European clothing, would
the factor of race stand in the way of the White missionaries per-
suading their Native converts to wash, dry, and change their
clothes? The trader, who, next to the missionary, was "the greatest
factor in encouraging the use of clothing amongst natives,"
and whose "first object" in his dealings with the Native races
was "to teach them new tastes and wants which he alone can
supply," might find it profitable to sell laundry machinery as well
as clothes.

Nudism and clothes are certainly incompatible with each other,
but is there a racial correlation between Natives and nudism and
between Whites and dress ? Or, is it possible for Whites to be nude
and Natives to be dressed? Nudism is not -unknown among the
Whites and Christians at that, notwithstanding the tradition of
"flesh-consciousness and the virtue of concealment, the two sign-
posts of Christian culture" (ibid., p. 59).

As regards values, nudism, clothes, die nature of clothes and their
style depend on different criteria; but none of them has any refer-
ence to race and culture-potential. If nudism is incompatible with
Christianity, all Christians must clothe themselves, irrespective of
race. If clothes are meant as an adjustment to climate, they will
differ with the climate, the seasons, and the weather* In summer,
particularly in the tropics, the rational need is a minimum of